Madness Xtra 


Subscribers will find this 
bonus content at 
sacbee.com/eedition 


WILL THE GAMES GO ON? 

Get the latest on the coronavirus’ 
impact on the conference and 
NCAA hoops tournaments. 


SPORTS 


‘Resilient’ Sheldon stuns 
Dublin in playoff win w 


FOUNDED 1857 
VOL. 308, NO. 72 


FACEBOOK.COM/SACRAMENTOBEE 
TWITTER.COM/SACBEE_NEWS 


NEWS ALL DAY. 
YOUR WAY. 


SACBEE.COM 


| THURSDAY MARCH 12 2020 


THE SACRAMENTO 


$2 


Mostly sunny 
°/43° See 2B 


County’s coronavirus 
fight hampered 
by lack of test kits 


BY TONY BIZJAK, ALEXANDRA 
YOON-HENDRICKS, SOPHIA BOLLAG 
AND CATHIE ANDERSON 


tbizjak@sacbee.com 


Sacramento County’s leading 
health official thought he had 
great news Sunday afternoon. 

After weeks of being con- 
strained to conducting just 20 
coronavirus tests a day, Dr. 
Peter Beilenson announced the 
county would dramatically ex- 
pand the testing of sick people 
as early as Monday. 
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e Elk Grove residents stay calm amid 
coronavirus concerns. 3A 

e Nurses: CDC rolls back mask protection in 
coronavirus cases. 5A 

e Grand Princess passenger from Bay Area 
turns to music. 6A 


“We will go from having the 
ability to test 20 people per day 
to potentially hundreds, if not 
thousands a day,” Beilenson 
said at a downtown press con- 
ference. “Starting Monday, 


(private-sector companies) 
LabCorp and Quest will be 
offering lab testing for the coro- 
navirus. 

“We’ll be able to test people 
quickly and if they test negative, 
let them go free.” 

It turned out to be a prema- 
ture hope. 

As of midweek, the lack of 
test kits and lab facilities contin- 
ues to constrain Sacramento’s 
efforts to fight the virus. It’s not 
a local issue. Lack of quick test- 
ing access has become a key 


weaknesses in the country’s 
attempt to slow the spread of 
the virus, also known as CO- 
VID-19. 

In Sacramento in particular, 
Beilenson and others are frus- 
trated that the county can’t 
quickly test all high-risk older 
residents at an Elk Grove assist- 
ed living facility where a resi- 
dent died of coronavirus on 
Tuesday. The approximately 
140 residents there are being 
sequestered in their rooms, and 
three residents tested thus far 
have all come back negative, 
according to Jessica Arnold, vice 
president of resident relations at 
Carlton. 

Public health officials across 
the region are hoping to avoid a 
repeat of an outbreak that has 
run rampant in a nursing home 
in Seattle, killing 19. 

“That’s the one priority that 
we’re using our 20 tests a day 
for,” Beilenson said on Tues- 
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Kings fans celebrate during a game against the New Orleans Pelicans in January at Golden 1 Center. The Kings are not blocking all NBA fans 
from home games but are suggesting that fans 60 and older or with compromised immune systems avoid attending games. 
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As fear spreads, Kings will not 


block fans from games - yet 


BY MARCOS BRETON 
AND TONY BIZJAK 


mbreton@sacbee.com 
tbizjak@sachee.com 


For now, the Sacramento 
Kings will not bar fans from 
home games. Following the 
guidelines of the Sacramento 
County Health Services Depart- 
ment, Kings games will be 
played before fans at Golden 1 
Center, but with a warning: The 
county recommends that fans 
60 and older or with compro- 
mised immune systems should 
avoid large gatherings. 

The Kings announced that 
fans who would like a refund or 
a credit for Wednesday’s game 
can visit kings.com/march11 for 
information. 

Unlike some Bay Area coun- 
ties, Sacramento County offi- 
cials - at least for now - are not 
recommending that large gath- 
erings be banned entirely. But 
Phil Serna, chairman of the 
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Kings forward Nemanja Bjelica crashes into front-row fans during a 


game last year at Golden 1 Center. 


Sacramento County Board of 
Supervisors, who is working 
closely with county health offi- 
cials, said Wednesday that older 
people and those with health 


conditions and compromised 
immune systems should avoid 
Kings games or any other large 
gatherings. 

The announcement is for the 


time being and subject to 
change, Serna said, 

On Wednesday, the NCAA 
announced that its men’s and 
women’s basketball tourna- 
ments would be played this 
month with no fans. 

Meanwhile, the NBA’s Board 
of Governors, made up of team 
owners, has a conference call 
scheduled for today to discuss 
how the league should respond 
to the coronavirus crisis. It’s 
conceivable that the NBA or the 
state of California or the federal 
government could call for a ban 
on large gatherings of people in 
the coming days or even hours. 

The City of San Francisco 
announced on Wednesday that 
it was banning all gatherings of 
more than 1,000 people in an 
attempt to mitigate the spread 
of the coronavirus. For now, the 
ban will be in place for two 
weeks. 

That means Thursday’s NBA 
game between the Golden State 
Warriors and Brooklyn Nets, at 
Chase Center on the city water- 
front, would be played before 
no spectators. 

“Due to escalating concerns 
about the spread of the coro- 
navirus, and in consultation 
with the City and County of San 
Francisco, tomorrow night’s 
game vs. the Nets at Chase 
Center will be played without 
fans,” the Warriors announced 
in a tweet. 

If the two-week ban is not 
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‘Very much 
alive’: Biden 
victorious 
in 4 more 
primaries 


BY WILL WEISSERT 
AND LAURIE KELLMAN 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Joe Biden decisively won 
Michigan’s Democratic presi- 
dential primary, seizing a key 
battleground state that helped 
propel Bernie Sanders’ in- 
surgent candidacy four years 
ago. The former vice presi- 
dent’s victory there, as well as 
in Missouri, Mississippi and 
Idaho, dealt a serious blow to 
Sanders and substantially 
widened Biden’s path to the 
nomination. 

Biden again showed 
strength Tuesday with work- 
ing-class voters and African 
Americans, who are vital to 
winning the Democratic nom- 
ination. 

Sanders won North Dakota 
and awaited results from 
Washington state. Washing- 
ton’s primary was too early to 
call, and because all votes 
there are cast by mail or by 
dropping them off in a ballot 
box, many ballots were 
marked for candidates who 
have since dropped out of the 
race. 

The six-state contest Tues- 
day marked the first time 
voters weighed in on the 
primary since it effectively 
narrowed to a two-person 
race between Sanders and 
Biden. And the first four 
states on Tuesday went to 
Biden, a dramatic reversal for 
a campaign that appeared on 
the brink of collapse just two 
weeks ago. 

Now it is Sanders, whose 
candidacy was ascendant so 
recently, who must contem- 
plate a path forward. He said 
at a news conference in Ver- 
mont on Wednesday after- 
noon that he will stay in the 
race and plans to appear at 
the Democratic debate 
against Biden on Sunday. 

Sanders acknowledged “we 
are losing the debate over 
electability” to a candidate 
many Democrats think will 
have a better chance of de- 
feating President Donald 
Trump in the fall. But he said 
he wants to force Biden to 
confront issues of economic 
inequality and other issues 
important to Sanders’ 
supporters. 

Addressing supporters in 
Philadelphia, Biden noted 
that many had “declared that 
this candidacy was dead” 
only days ago, but “now we’re 
very much alive.” He also 
asked Sanders supporters to 
back him going forward. 

“We need you, we want you 
and there’s a place in our 
campaign for each of you. I 
want to thank Bernie Sanders 
and his supporters for their 
tireless energy and their pas- 
sion,” Biden said. “We share 
a common goal, and together 
we'll beat Donald Trump.” 

Even as the contours of the 
race came into shape, howev- 
er, new uncertainty was 
sparked by fears of the 
spreading coronavirus. Both 
candidates abruptly canceled 
rallies in Ohio that were 
scheduled for Tuesday night. 
That set the stage for Biden’s 
remarks in Philadelphia, 
while Sanders flew home to 
Vermont and didn’t immedi- 
ately address the public. 

Sanders’ campaign also 
said all future events would 
be decided on a case-by-case 
basis given public health 
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